


Important constitutional cases the
Chief Justice Gavan Duffy sat on:

1. In Amalgamated Society of Engineers v

Adelaide Steamship Co Ltd (“Engineers case”)

[1920] HCA 54; 28 CLR 129, Gavan Duffy CJ

stated (in dissent) that (at 174)
The fundamental conception of the Federation
as set out in the Constitution is that the
people of Australia, who had theretofore
existed in several distinct communities under
distinct polities, should thenceforward unite
for certain specific purposes in one Federal
Commonwealth, but for all other purposes
should remain precisely as they had been
before Federation.

(Principle: nationhood or federalism)
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